50                               LECTURE II.

be erected. This principle, worked into a system,
is positivism.

The next appeal, to which we referred, was the
appeal to the individual reason, as being the only
interpreter and judge of the truth, which comes to
us from any objective source, whatever it may be.
A third party, exhibiting the delusions of private
judgment, and hastily concluding from thence the
entire fallibility of the individual reason in man,
have gone to the opposite extreme, and imagined
the elements of all truth, philosophical as well as
theological, to be communicated by some kind of
objective revelation, whether that revelation be
primitive, originating at the creation of man, or
whether it have renewed itself again and again
during successive ages. Then, lastly, there is
another or fourth appeal, which is made by some
to the common sense of mankind; i.e^ viewing
humanity as divine, and knowledge as the function
of the whole intellect of the race in its his-
torical development, they consider that the last
resource we have must be to the best and most
advanced thinking of every succeeding age, so that
the true philosophy for man is the philosophy of
human progress.

The claims of positivism we discussed in our for-
mer Lecture, and found that the principle it advo-
cates is altogether defective, both in the view which
it takes of the scope of human knowledge, and in
the attempt it makes to ascend up to general ideas,
through the pathway of mere induction. Our pur-